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An Interdisciplinary Reflection on the Etymology of the Toponym ‘Prussia’

Wolfgang Brozio (Germany)
The lecture will be delivered in German.

Summary

This lecture examines the etymology of the name Prussia (Preuf3en). Since the Middle Ages,
the term has appeared in historical sources both as a toponym and as an ethnonym. Its
etymology has occupied historians and linguists for centuries. Despite the numerous
hypotheses proposed over time, no fully satisfactory explanation of its origin and meaning has
yet been found. At present, the most plausible interpretation suggests that the name Preufien
derives from a hydronym.

The new reflections on the etymology of Preufien presented in this lecture are a by-product of
decades of engagement with the history of Prussia and the Baltic Sea region. They have
emerged from an interdisciplinary examination of a wide range of issues relating to the early
history of the Prussian lands, drawing on geology, hydrology, meteorology, archaeology,
geography, cartography, religious studies, general history, and linguistics. The various pieces
of evidence gathered in this process have led to a new hypothesis concerning the etymology of
the name PreufSen.
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Wolfgang Brozio is a geologist who has worked in oil exploration, geotechnics, and
environmental protection in both private industry and public administration.

His family’s roots in Masuria sparked an early interest in the history of the region, which led
to a series of essays on East Prussian and Baltic topics. These interests were further developed
through lectures at Academia Baltica, particularly on research methodology, archival studies,
and source criticism. For many years, his research has focused on the history and genealogy of
Socinian families who emigrated from the Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth to Prussia after
1658.

He is a member of the Verein fiir Familienforschung in Ost- und Westpreufsen e.V., the
Arbeitsgemeinschaft ostdeutscher Familienforscher e.V., Fundacja Borussia Olsztyn, the
Institute of Genealogy, Heraldry and Vexillology in Vilnius (Honorary Member), and
PRUSSIA, Gesellschaft fiir Geschichte, Archdologie und Landeskunde Altpreufens e.V.
(Associate Member).
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Tarpdisciplininé refleksija apie toponimo Priisija etimologija

Wolfgang Brozio (Vokietija)
Paskaita vyks vokieciy kalba

Santrauka

Siame pranesime nagrinéjama Priisijos vardo (Preufen) etimologija. Nuo viduramziy jis
istoriniuose Saltiniuose minimas tiek kaip vietovardis, tiek kaip etnonimas. Jo kilmé daugelj
amziy domino istorikus ir kalbininkus. Nepaisant per laika suformuluoty daugybés hipoteziy,
iki $iol néra rasta visiskai jtikinamo jo kilmés ir reikimés paaiskinimo. Siuo metu labiausiai
tikétina interpretacija teigia, kad pavadinimas Preuflen yra kiles 1§ hidronimo.

Naujos jzvalgos apie Preufien etimologija, pristatomos Siame praneSime, yra deSimtmecius
trukusiy tyrimy apie Prusijos istorijg ir Baltijos juros regiong rezultatas. Jos atsirado
tarpdisciplininiu poziiiriu nagrinéjant ankstyvaja Prusijos teritorijos istorija, remiantis
geologijos, hidrologijos, meteorologijos, archeologijos, geografijos, kartografijos,
religijotyros, bendrosios istorijos ir kalbotyros duomenimis. Sio tyrimo metu surinkti faktai
leido suformuluoti nauja hipoteze apie pavadinimo Preufien etimologija.
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Wolfgang Brozio yra geologas, dirbes naftos zvalgybos, geotechnikos ir aplinkosaugos srityse
tiek privac¢iame sektoriuje, tiek vieSajame administravime.

Jo Seimos kilmé i§ Mozirijos anksti paskatino doméjimasi $io regiono istorija, todél jis parengé
straipsniy cikla Ryty Priisijos ir Baltijos temomis. Sie interesai buvo toliau plétojami skaitant
paskaitas Academia Baltica, ypac tyrimy metodologijos, archyvistikos ir Saltiniy studijy
klausimais. Jau daugelj mety jo moksliniai interesai sutelkti j socinijony Seimy, po 1658 m.
emigravusiy 1§ Abiejy Tauty Respublikos i Priisija, istorijg ir genealogija.

Jis yra Verein fiir Familienforschung in Ost- und Westpreufien e.V., Arbeitsgemeinschaft
ostdeutscher Familienforscher e.V., Fundacja Borussia Olsztyn, Genealogijos, heraldikos ir
veksilologijos instituto Vilniuje (garbés narys) bei PRUSSIA, Gesellschaft fiir Geschichte,
Archdologie und Landeskunde Altpreufiens e.V. (asocijuotasis narys) narys.



